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In this edition:

New Projects launched:

Wrap up of 2020 – interesting times

Oral History – Selina Chan

AGM postponed – zooming in 2021?

Talking Chinese Australian History
– Sann Luk

4th Henry Chan Lecture – Wanning Sun

Chinatown Walking Tour – Doug Lam

Guest Historian – Dr Peter Gibson

Family History Facebook Group
– Glenn Mar

Chinese cookbooks – Malcolm Oakes

4th Annual Henry Chan Lecture Nov 2020 [Photo: Michael Quan]
Multicultural Citizenship Re-imagined:
Engaging Migrants from China
Last month’s 4th Annual Henry Chan Lecture
was a great success with the COVID safe
maximum reach in the NSW State Library’s
Metcalf Auditorium and the zoom audience at
over 120 people.
Professor Wanning Sun, in conversation with
Dr Stephen Fitzgerald, presented a thoughtful
and timely lecture for our times that you are
all welcome to view here.
Daphne Lowe-Kelley, Wanning Sun, Stephen Fitzgerald
[Photo: Michael Quan]

A great ending to an interesting year!

A print version can be read here and an interview on Radio National here.
And for a Chinese version
Chinese Australian Historical Society
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Wrap up for 2020 – a year of
interesting times
We all began the year with plans that
dramatically changed as COVID19 took
its toll. Adaptation became the key as we
like everyone else learned to zoom. Our
2020 New Year event - Lunar New Year
Traditions and Memories – was
successfully presented before our next
two planned events – The Chinese
Women’s Relief Fund & A tale of two
translators were cancelled as all locked
down. By August we had adapted and
launched our new channel – Talking
Chinese Australian History with our first
all zoom presentation viewed by over 60
people - Conflict at Lambing Flat:
Memory, Myth & History – this success
enabled us to also present one of our
scheduled events for NSW History Week
- History: What is it good for? The
success of our zooming allowed us to end
the year with a hybrid event – a mix of
live and zoomed presentation – at the
State Library of NSW with the 4th Henry
Chan Lecture (see page 1) watched by 30
people live and over 120 on Zoom.
Much of the credit for the smooth change
over to the new technology lies with
committee member Andrew Barty-King
who among other things revamped our
mailing lists enabling us to more
efficiently communicate and publicise.

Andrew now wishes to concentrate on
writing a history of his years working in
China and has resigned from the CAHS
Committee. Thank you Andrew, you will
be missed.
The CAHS Facebook Group is growing in
popularity and the forced confinement of
the pandemic seems to have encouraged
further growth. Since August 2020 the
membership has jumped by 50% to over
1500 with a peak of 600 active members
at any one time. Many of these FB Group
members have also become paying
members and we thank you for your
generosity.
Finally, again with Andrew’s valuable
assistance, we made a very successful
appeal for donations that gave the CAHS
a healthy bank balance, something we
feared we would not have as the door
charge
from
live
presentations
disappeared and the costs of a Zoom
subscription suddenly became essential.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a
prosperous New Year from the
Committee,
Daphne Lowe-Kelley, Ann Toy, Malcolm
Oakes, Peter Hack, Susan Leong, Michael
Williams, Man-Yee Leanfore, Kerry Choy.

AGM postponed – zooming in 2021?
Another impact of the pandemic was the postponement (legally sanctioned) of
the planned November AGM. We hope to hold our AGM early in the New Year
and take advantage of the new Zooming to allow a much wider range of members
to participant than ever before.
We look forward to your participation!
Chinese Australian Historical Society

Page 2

Newsletter, December 2020

Newsletter – December 2020
The Chapmans on Chinese Revolution
Guest Historian Peter Gibson
Peter Gibson recently completed his PhD at the
University of Wollongong. His thesis is about
Australia’s Chinese furniture factories, and the
book based on it will soon be published through
Sydney University Press. Peter has lived in Nanjing since completing his PhD and has been busy
with new projects, one of which he wishes to
share with the members and friends of the Chinese Australian Historical Society.
The brothers Benjamin Burgoyne Chapman and Herbert Owen Chapman were among a
number of Australians who lived in China during
the early twentieth century. Yet, unlike most such
Australians, the brothers wrote in detail of their
experiences of events that would profoundly
change the course of modern Chinese history.
Their books and other writings, available in Australian libraries and newspapers, cast new light on
early Australia–China engagement and challenge
wider understandings of imperialism, nationalism
and spirituality during a tumultuous era.
The Chapmans moved to China after the
foundation of the Republic in 1912. Benjamin,
having had the finest schooling at Sydney, Cambridge and then Columbia universities, was first
to arrive in 1913. He intended, as a committed
Christian and teacher, ‘to be of service there in
Christian education’. Initially, he undertook a
year of intensive study at a missionary language
school in Nanjing, and went on to settle in Wuhan, where he worked as the head of a teachers’
training college established by the Methodist
Missionary Society. ‘We used no English and
taught none’, Benjamin recalled of the college’s
approach. His younger brother Herbert (above
right) arrived later, in the aftermath of World War
One. A graduate in medicine from the University
of Sydney, he had first practised as a doctor on
the Western Front. Following the war, most likely
on the advice of his older brother, he moved to
Wuhan and began practising again at a mission
hospital there.
The Chapman brothers criticised the early Republic of China. It had descended, in their
view, from a noble project built on the hope of
desperately needed reform to an exercise in
Chinese Australian Historical Society

‘callous selfishness’
presided over
by
‘bandits’ and ‘warlords’. Chinese workers in particular, Benjamin wrote, lived in
what seemed to him a
‘dog-hole of a world’,
where hunger and disease were rife. What
Herbert described as
the ‘colossal illiteracy
of the great mass of
the people’ and the ‘political inertia’ of the Chinese commercial elite appeared to maintain a
dreadful status quo. The Chapman brothers disapproved, too, of the ‘gunboat diplomacy’ of
Western powers in this period. ‘Old China hands’
who claimed to ‘know their China’, accused Benjamin, bore much of the responsibility for the
country’s difficult circumstances. China’s first
revolution, the brothers lamented, had failed the
Chinese people.
In the 1920s, Benjamin and Herbert
Chapman suddenly found themselves at the heart
of a new revolution. Following the death of Sun
Yat-sen in 1925, Kuomintang forces assisted by
Soviet advisers launched an offensive from their
base in Guangdong north towards Wuhan. During
the attack on the city, Benjamin’s teachers’ college was on the front line, and Herbert’s hospital
was inundated with wounded soldiers. Following
a swift victory, the KMT declared Wuhan the
new national capital and initiated a program of
sweeping reform under the direction of its thendominant left-wing faction. City residents saw
radical legislation relating to most aspects of life
enacted. They also witnessed the new administration challenge Western imperialism in China. In
early 1927, due to pressure from the new authorities, Britain relinquished its territorial rights over
the Yangtse River port of Hankow in Wuhan: a
blow to the treaty port system that had operated
since the Treaty of Nanjing in 1842. In addition, a
series of foreign institutions, including Benjamin’s college and Herbert’s hospital, were nationalised.
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The Chapman brothers met the dramatic
new developments with mixed emotions. They were
enthusiastic for reform, especially the empowerment of workers and women, which was central to
the Wuhan government’s program. ‘The greatest
and most permanent achievement to its credit’, Herbert wrote admiringly, ‘has been the promotion of
the Women’s Movement’. Benjamin similarly lauded the restoration of Chinese honour that had come
with the British surrender of its long-held treaty port,
adamant that this should have taken place ‘long
ago’. Yet, at the same time, the brothers were cynical of the new government. Both suspected Soviet
manipulation from behind the scenes, a hidden hand
that was using China’s struggle for a larger purpose.
To the ‘Russian Third International’, wrote Herbert,
‘there was no dream of a strong, happy and prosperous China, but the World Revolution’. The
brothers were also concerned about anti-foreign
feeling. This was particularly the case after the
withdrawal of British naval forces, the presence of
which the Chapmans condemned yet whose ‘gunboat diplomacy’ had helped guarantee their own
safety. In mid-1927, when the new government fell
to the right wing of the KMT, the brothers were
worried, too, about the ‘white terror’ that ensued.
Nonetheless, they saw it a reaction against foreign
(Soviet) meddling, and were relieved to see the end
of this latest experiment in revolutionary politics.
Benjamin and Herbert eventually left China. Benjamin departed Wuhan in 1927, but lived in
China until 1940, when a heart condition and Japanese bombing in Kunming (where he had helped to
establish another school) forced him back to Australia. He had also remained in China long enough,
he argued, to see the KMT become ‘a cruel, crazy,
vicious gang’. Herbert worked at the hospital in
Wuhan until 1942, when he was interned in Shanghai by Japanese forces. After his liberation in 1945,
he settled back in Australia.
Herbert never returned to China, but Benjamin visited the People’s Republic in 1957. He had
often thought of ‘Chinese friends’ and ‘wellremembered and loved foreign scenes’ since departing. Beginning in 1949, however, he and his brother
became increasingly concerned about ‘alarming
stories’ of ‘atrocities’ in the new China. As members of the new Australia–China Society (from
1952), they also feared the effect of such stories on
Australia–China relations. Thus, Benjamin decided
to embark on a fact-finding mission. Although he
felt obstructed by the Australian government at eveChinese Australian Historical Society

ry turn, he managed to secure a Chinese visa
through the British colonial government in Hong
Kong. In the People’s Republic, Benjamin toured
several cities, including his beloved Wuhan.
Benjamin (left) was deeply impressed by what he
saw in 1957. ‘Great roads, schools, universities,
other buildings, railways, moving earth and rock
masses’, he described,
‘make our familiar home
unrecognisable’. In China,
he was encouraged, contrary to rumours, ‘to take
pictures everywhere’, and
‘never’ was he hindered
from speaking to ‘anyone
he pleased’. Christianity,
he further observed, was
flourishing, free from
persecution. Some of his
old Chinese Christian
friends were now in positions of power in the government and, moreover, ‘the State was organising
and doing a great part of what Christians had
thought of as the essential social work of the
Church’. Herbert was impressed, too, upon hearing
his brother’s report. So convinced was he of the real
good that the new administration was doing that,
during the 1960s, he called on all Christians to embrace it (and the Soviet regime). Herbert’s ardour
did not go unnoticed by Australian authorities; indeed, the Commonwealth Police kept a close watch
on him as a result.
The Chapman brothers’ reflections on China do not sit neatly within current scholarship.
These Australians dedicated most of their lives to
the betterment of China and the Chinese people,
unlike the proponents of ‘White Australia’ who
have tended to dominate historical literature on
Australia–China engagement. Furthermore, the
Chapmans, who were involved in Christian missions, regarded by many scholars as the tools of
empire, advocated Chinese nationalism and an end
to Western imperialism in China. They even considered far-left ideology and its political systems
effective vectors for both, and as means of doing
genuine good in the world.
Peter Gibson
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Four new projects launched for 2021 – four new volunteers welcome!
Oral History – Selina Jiao

Talking Chinese Australian History – Sann Luk

People are history and what they
have to tell us is essential to
preserving
our
history
and
heritage.
We have armed the wonderful
Selina Chan with a recorder and
Selina has begun asking questions.
It is the aim of this Oral History Project to preserve
the fast disappearing history and heritage of the
Chinese Australian community as it was lived in
the 1950s and thereafter. A period not yet well
documented in the histories.

In response to the pandemic the
CAHS began to use Zoom to present
its speakers and this was so
successful that is has become a
regular series.
Success breeds success and we
were successful in obtaining the services of Sann
Luk.
Sann will head up this presenting series and will be
introducing a fascinating line up of historians and
researchers on topics of interest to Chinese
Australian history.

More training and hopefully more Selina’s to
follow. Your support is welcome.

Assisting Sann will be Malcolm Oakes. Feel free to
suggest topics and people of interest.

Chinatown Walking Tour – Doug Lam

Family History Facebook Group – Glenn Mar

Sydney’s Haymarket Chinatown has
a long history and remains full of
great heritage sites and sights.
Join us and the inimical Doug Lam
for a Chinese (sorry Luna) New
Year walkabout the Haymarket.
Booking details will appear soon.
While we are planning this as a New Year event
only, if interest is sufficient this may become a
regular Chinatown tour.
Want to be a tour guide? Training is available for
those interested. See contact details below.

Interest is one’s Chinese Australian
family history is high and growing.
While there are some resources
available and “how to” guides.
family history remains a time
consuming if fascinating enterprise.
Self-help, co-operation, mentoring and sharing are
all perfect for family history and for Facebook.
Under the guidance of Glenn Mar a dedicated
Facebook group for Chinese Australian family
history will be coming to a device near you soon.
Please contact us if you would like to help or have
special knowledge in this field.

If you have an interest in contributing to any or all of these projects in
any way – volunteer – donations – researcher – or would just like to
know more please do not hesitate to contact Michael Williams:
contact.cahs@gmail.com
Chinese Australian Historical Society
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歡迎 Welcome to new members:

急求
Projects we need help with

Life members: Calvin Tsang & Janet Liu-Terry

Your assistance in any of the
following would be most
appreciated:

Annual Members:
-

Linling Gao-Miles
Selina Jiao
Darryl Low Choy
Sann Luk
Glenn Mar
Gerald Mar

Newsletter editor/design
Website admin/design
Grant applications
Publishing
Translations

謝謝 Donation thank yous:

Presentations

Please email is at:

Gerald Mah - $1,000 for Family History research
$88-ers – Nat Fong and Darryl Low Choy
Ann Toy - $340

contact.cahs@gmail.com

Mary Chan - $300

Expressions of interest in being a committee member
While our appeal for volunteers has gained us some new recruits, thus far not many have
expressed an interest in serving on the committee itself. Perhaps one reason for this is the
mistaken belief that you must know something about Chinese Australian history to serve.
This is certainly not the case! The ideal committee member is willing to assist and support
with nuts and bolts such as banking, emails and organising venues. Supporting those who
are doing the work such as presenting or interviewing is crucial to our success.
Moving into the future we need people willing to take an active organisational role on the
CAHS committee. If you feel you would like to contribute to the ongoing work of the CAHS
and would like to know more please don’t hesitate to contact us on:

contact.cahs@gmail.com
What might being a committee member involve?
Willingness and time to response to emails and discussion - perhaps once a week.
Willingness and time to attend a zoom meeting - perhaps once a month.
Willingness and time to directly support at least one ongoing task or project.
And of course an interest in Chinese Australian history.

Chinese Australian Historical Society
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From our Facebook - Australia’s first Chinese cook books?

Alwyn Quoy

In 1951 “Chinese Recipes for Home Cooking” was published in Sydney. This is the earliest
identified published book of Chinese recipes in New South Wales. The author was “Yep Yung
Hee” which was a nom-de-plume of Alwyn Darley Tet Ting Quoy (1916-2010), an Australian-born
Chinese and a member of the well-known Sydney Quoy merchant family. The book was sold at
Say Ting Fong & Co’s store in Sydney’s Chinatown and was very popular. At least 15 reprints
have been identified. Quoy published a later work, “Homestyle Chinese Cooking”, under his own
name in 1991.
Quoy never worked in the food industry. He first worked in the family business (import-export)
until joining the Air Force in World War II serving in 31 Squadron and 77 Squadron and was one
of the movers behind the establishment of the 77 Squadron Association, serving as President from
1971-1982. He was similarly involved with the Kitty Hawk Squadrons Association. He was
awarded the OAM in 1997 for services to returned servicemen.
He had a huge interest in cooking. The family was well off and he was a keen observer of the
family cooks. He made many trips to China and spent several years living there as a young man,
during which time he travelled extensively throughout the country where he made a point of
sampling the different provincial cuisines and enquiring about culinary preparation.
After the war he worked in the transport industry, eventually setting up his own transport
company. He was a great networker and enjoyed entertaining business contacts at home, where
he did the cooking, having first “taste tested” the recipes by cooking for the extended family. It
was the business contacts who urged him to write the recipe book, and he also felt the need to get
the recipes out to the general public. He did cooking demonstrations in David Jones and was
interviewed on radio by Eric Baume.
The titles of the book’s chapters include “Chinese Eating Customs”, “Celebrations”, “Chinese
Cooking Utensils” and “Chinese Ingredients”, plus individual chapters covering soups and dishes
based on different meats and advice on substitutes where certain Chinese ingredients cannot be
obtained, such as brandy or dry sherry for Chinese wine.
Malcolm Oakes

Chinese Australian Historical Society

Page 7

Newsletter, December 2020

