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Appeal for support
Dear Members & Friends
We hope that you believe as we do that Chinese-Australian history is of importance
and that the continuing existence of the Chinese-Australian Historical Society is also of
value. As with all things money is required if the CAHS is to continue and so we would
like request your support in any or all of the ways listed below:
•

Renew your membership now or if you are not a member please join.
o At $10 per year this is a modest fee and one that soon pays for itself with
member discounts at our activities and presentations.
o Remember, the more who join the less likely it is that we will need to
raise fees in the future.

•

Join as a Life Member for only $100
o This will definitely rise in the near future!

•

Make a one off donation
o All donations of any amount are welcome.

Please direct your payments to the account below:
ANZ BSB: 012-071

Account No: 1112 11003

Please put your Full Name under the deposit description section and email the
completed membership form (found on the website or as an attachment) and deposit
receipt details to contact.cahs@gmail.com
If you wish to use a cheque make it payable to the Chinese Australian Historical Society
and send to PO Box K556, Haymarket NSW 1240.
Thank you for your support.
Mr King Fong OAM
President CAHS
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From the Tang to Hill End
A silver tea grinder
from the Tang period
currently on display at
the NSW Art Gallery.

An iron herb grinder
from the 19th century
currently on display at
the Hill End Museum
NSW.
The tools pictured are grinders separated in time by some 1,000 years. That on the left is
part of an exhibition at the NSW Art Gallery recently brought from China. That on the
right was brought by people from China over 100 years ago and is displayed in a rural
NSW museum where it is labeled a ‘rice grinder’.
The fact that a tool common in China for centuries also appears in NSW, is not
remarkable. Nor is the fact that the NSW one is mislabeled. Both factors tell us something
about Chinese-Australian history.
People from China were present in relatively large numbers in 19th century Australia and
were well spread around the rural towns. While many were labourers and miners, others
were storekeepers and some were professionals such as practitioners of traditional Chinese
medicine. Such men naturally brought with them the tools of their trade. In fact, in both
NSW and Victoria Chinese medical men were very popular and were often sought out for
their skills by the non-Chinese population. It was not uncommon for such medical men to
travel widely around a district.
Why then is the grinder mislabeled in the NSW case? With the increase in anti-Chinese
restrictions, cumulating in the Immigration Restriction Act of 1901, the number of
Chinese people in Australia began to decline. In particular, numbers in rural areas fell as
those that remained moved to Sydney and Melbourne. At the same time the regulations
governing the practice of medicine ensured that Western training was favoured over any
alternatives and the use of Chinese medical practitioners virtually disappeared for a time.
Thus these grinders inform us about the ebbs and flows of Chinese-Australian history.
See also: https://chineseaustralianhistory.org/herb-grinders/
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The Beachams of Bathurst – A Chinese Australian story
Learn about the lives of the Chinese community in Bathurst through the story of
William Beacham and his family.

Presenter
Juanita Kwok, PhD candidate
(Charles Sturt University)
Arriving from Amoy as an indentured
labourer, William Beacham was a gold
seeker on the Turon before moving to
Bathurst where he had a forty-year
career as a storekeeper,
market gardener, tobacco farmer and
court interpreter.
DATE:

Saturday, 18th
June 2016

TIME:

2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

WHERE:

Sydney Mechanics
School of Arts
Level 1, 280 Pitt
Street, Sydney

COST:

$15.00 nonmembers
$10.00 members

Some of William Beacham’s
descendants - Norman Beacham
and son, Ross Beacham, about 1915

To be followed by a
proposal to form a

(includes Afternoon Tea)

ê
CAHS - Family History Group
• Proposal to create a group of those with an interest in Chinese Family history
• Who is interested? What form would the group take?
• Convenor Kerry Choy. Email Kerry for any inquiries: krchoy@gmail.com
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